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How to Develop a Learning Module

This document outlines the process by which instructors can conceptualize, draft, test, revise, and publish learning modules for public use on the Bound for Glory website. 

Development Process Overview

· Reach out to the project team
· Plan the teaching module
· Draft teaching materials
· Readings
· Activities
· Lectures
· Assignments
· Lesson Plans
· Teach the module
· Reflect on the teaching experience
· Revise teaching materials
· Publish the module to the site

Solicitation and Planning

***See the “How to Teach with Bound for Glory” document for an overview of the site’s learning resources and the module concept.

We encourage collaborating instructors to begin the process of developing a module by reaching out to Bound for Glory’s principal investigators. We would love to work with you to prepare content suitable for your classroom. Keep in mind that these conversations should begin at least six months before the start of classroom instruction.
· Dr. Steven Nathaniel
· Dr. Ramya Swayamprakash

Effective teaching often offers explicit goals, research questions, and some amount of student choice/expression in activities. Students should feel a sense of progression throughout the module, whether it be story, skills, etc. Our recommendation is that instructors begin by considering institutional or state standards, as well as personal pedagogical convictions. Below are some general resources that might aid that deliberative process:
· GVSU’s History Department Website (for undergraduate students)
· Michigan’s K-12 Standards (for high school) 

Ideally, a module will capitalize on the intersections between a course topic and the scholarship published on the Bound for Glory site. The forms that this could take are limitless, but you may consider some of the following examples of how site contents could foster learning:

· Underground Railroad Unit (college)
· Site Resources:
· Patrols
· The Freedom Seeker and the Telegraph Network
· Grapevine Telegraph 

· American Literature Course (high school)
· Site Resources: 
· Touching Free Soil
· Captured by a Patrol
· Imprisoned in Vincennes
· Shipped South
· Buried in Chains
· External Resources
· Kate E. R. Pickard, The Kidnapped and the Ransomed, Ch. 31-2.

· Environmental Studies Course (college)
· Site Resources: 
· Through the Great Black Swamp
· Marronage in American Swampland
· The Freedom Seeker and the Skiff

· History of Technology Unit (college)
· Site Resources:
· The Freedom Seeker and the Railroad
· The Politics of Rail Travel
· Segregation on the Railway

Drafting

***See the “What Makes a Successful Learning Module?” document for details on module contents.

Although modules are designed to be flexible and adaptable, each should include the following:
· Key Themes
· Learning Objectives
· Readings/Viewings/Explorations
· Lesson Plans
· Daily Readings
· Lecture Content
· Discussions
· Activities
· Assignments





Teaching

Instructors are encouraged to integrate modules to the rhythms and best practices specific to their institutions; however, many of the principles that govern the Bound for Glory’s scholarly perspective and digital modality may prove useful in the classroom.

Interdisciplinarity: The site presumes examines stories of freedom seekers through the intersections of literature and history, as well as through influences of technology, environment, and culture. We encourage instructors to embrace interdisciplinarity, specifically by challenging students to identify points of congruence and contradiction between different ways of knowing the past.

Deep Mapping: Bound for Glory uses a map-based interface that foregrounds spatial reasoning and geographic thinking (as opposed to more commonplace name-date historicizing). Students may enjoy the experience of embracing digital maps, especially by comparing the site’s featured “encounters” with their lived experience of the American Midwest.

Exploratory Learning: Whereas textbook-based learning often encourages linear, chronological thinking, the site offers innumerable pathways through its content. We encourage instructors to include open-ended activities in which students trace technologies (such as the telegraph) or environmental features (such as the Detroit River) across multiple narratives.

Narrative Interpretation: While the scholarship hosted on the Bound for Glory site draws on insights from a variety of academic disciplines, its foundation is composed of the biographical accounts of self-emancipated Black Americans. Students may encounter new understandings of American history through the eyes of these individuals, whose cultural, political, and religious convictions guide the way they interpret their environments.

Reflection and Revision

***See the “How to Reflect on the Teaching Experience Document” for details on the reflection and revision process. 

We highly encourage collaborating instructors to meet at the Bound for Glory team at the end of the teaching period, to discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the module. Following this brief discussion, the project team will make revisions to module materials and publish it to the site. It is important to bear in mind that, although participating instructors are under no obligation to the project team, we consider revision is a constant process. We would look forward to future conversations in the interest of an excellent classroom experience.
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