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What Makes a Successful Learning Module?

A learning module is a supplemental teaching unit designed to be integrated into existing coursework. Modules are highly adaptable and interdisciplinary. They encourage critical thinking and exploratory learning. 

Overview of a Successful Learning Module

· Key Themes
· Learning Objectives
· Readings/Viewings/Explorations
· Assignments
· Lesson Plans
· Daily Readings
· Lecture Content
· Discussions
· Activities

Themes and Objectives

Curricular and course objectives should govern a module’s themes and learning objectives. While these will vary from classroom to classroom, the unique design of Bound for Glory lends itself to a few specific learning objectives, which we identify below. 

The following Knowledge Learning Outcomes are drawn from Grand Valley State University’s General Education Program:
· Historical Analysis
· U.S. Diversity
· Human Rights
· Identity
· Information, Innovation, or Technology 

The following Skills Learning Outcomes are drawn from Grand Valley State University’s General Education Program:
· Critical Thinking
· Ethical Reasoning
· Information Literacy
· Integration

Readings and Content

Module readings should balance site contents (such as maps, analyses, or narrative encounters), primary sources (such as biographies), secondary sources (such as academic articles), and supplemental media (such as explanatory videos). In this section we draw examples from the “Reading the Underground Railroad” module that is published on the site.

Module readings might serve any of the following goals:

· Establish an interpretive method or perspective
· E.g., Casmir-Paz, “Footprints of the Fugitive”
· Challenges the idea of autobiography
		
· Introduce primary source material
· E.g., Douglass, The Life and Times of Frederick Douglass
· Offers first-hand accounts of antebellum transit

· Guide exploration of historical context
· E.g., “The Freedom Seeker and the American Railroad”
· Describes the interactions between race and transit

· Guide exploration of historical narratives 
· E.g., “Railway Segregation”
· Connects unjust laws to a narrator’s decision-making

· Encourage real-world application or personal reflection
· E.g., Perry, from South to America
· Offers a reflection on the legacy of slavery

You might consider the following organization schemes for readings as you develop your contents:
· Chronological: Begin with the start of a narrative and move through it.
· Theoretical-Concrete: Begin with a theory or concept, then apply it to a specific event.
· Historical-Contemporary: Begin with past events then compare them with modern life.

The following questions should guide the development process as you select readings and design assignments:
· Skills and Content: Around which skills does the module center? Does every reading and activity serve a distinct purpose? Do readings and topics flow in a logical order? 
· Prior Knowledge Assessment: What is required of students in terms of events, context, vocabulary, or skills before and after the module?
· Time Estimate: How many class periods will the module realistically take?
· Assignments: Is the assignment relevant and appropriate for the learning objectives?
· Access: Are all resources accessible to students? (No paywalls, institutional requirements, etc.)

Assignments & Activities

In keeping with best practices for high school and undergraduate classrooms, our team recommends a variety of activities and assignments that embrace the interdisciplinary and multimodal nature of the Bound for Glory Contents. Of course, instructors should judge carefully the workload appropriate for their students and integrate activities into their course’s overall evaluation structure. 

Below, we offer some examples of how instructors might draw on site resources to inform activities and assignments:

Deep-Mapping Activity (solo): Select one technological encounter on the site. Pick one additional local feature (road, building, town, river, etc.) you would like to study? Speculate on how it might have affected the freedom seeker’s journey?

Biographical Mapping Activity (group): select one freedom seeker from the site and investigate biographical materials here. Discuss how a mapped life and a narrated life offer different insights.

Journey North Activity (full-class): Divide a freedom seeker’s journey into segments. Each student researches one segment and identifies 1) environment, 2) help, and 3) danger.

Modern Transit Essay (solo): Compare one transit tech with a modern parallel. What lessons can be learned?  What historical conditions led freedom seekers to interpret tech differently?

Close Reading Activity (group): Study a passage in which a freedom seeker describes a technology. What words do they use? What emotions do they convey?

The following questions may help guide the preparation of in-class activities and lectures:
· What mixture of activities, lectures, and discussions will maintain engagement?
· What concepts or vocabulary terms stand out that may not be universal to students?
· Does the module need a primer for difficult or sensitive topics?
· What is the main focus of each reading? What questions should students keep in mind? 
· How does each activity prepare students for the rest of the module?
· What discussions, writings, or further investigations can be prompted from each activity?
· What elements are likely to keep students engaged?
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